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NARRATIVE 

Of  the  memorable  Cafe,  &c. 

O^EIGNOR.  Masseo,  the  Subjedof 
the  following  Narrative,  was  a  Gen¬ 
tleman  poffefs’d  of  many  good  and  popular 
Talents;  and,  having  a  peculiar  Genius 
for  Traffick,  fix’d  his  Refidence  for  a 
number  of  Years  in  one  of  the  greateffc 
trading  Ports  of  all  the  Spanifh  Monar¬ 
chy  :  from  whence  he  made  feveral 
Voyages  to  the  Philippine  lilands  in 
quality  of  Captain.  By  this  means  he 
acquired  Wealth  enough  to  have  render’d 
a  Man  lefs  beloved  and  efieem’d  than 
himfelf  the  Envy  of  his  Neighbours.  But 
whatever  Gifts  of  Fortune  or  Endow¬ 
ments  of  Mind  he  was  blefs’d  with,  he 
could  not  ward  off  a  moft  fevere  Stroke., 
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Fate  had  in  referve  for  him;  being  in 
about  the  Eight  and  Fortieth  Year  of  his 
Age  feized  with  a  Spina  Ventofa ,  or 
White  Swelling,  in  his  Elbow. 

At  this  Time  flourifh’d  at  Madrid \ 
loaded  with  accumulated  phyfical  Ho¬ 
nours  and  Atchievements,  Don  Ricardo 
Dj  Prato ,  Archiater  to  the  King  or 
Spain  :  who,  by  his  profound  Erudition, 
and  fage  Medical  and  Philofophical  Pro¬ 
ductions,  had  railed  himielf  to  a  higher 
Pitch  of  Reputation,  than  any  of  even 
his  mold  illuilrious  Predeceffors,  fince 
the  Days  of  Hippocrates .  He  treated  of 
the  Influence  of  the  Sun  and  Moon, 
wrote  of  Poifons,  handled  Variolous  and 
even  Peililential  Di (orders  with  inconceiv¬ 
able  Accuracy  ;  and,  in  cafe  he  ihould 
iurvive  long  enough  to  go  thro5  inch  an 
elaborate  Work,  was  meditating  a  Traét 
on  the  Difeafes  mention’d  in  the  Sacred 
Records.  And,  furpriiing  !  Moil  of  his 
Pieces  he  penn’dnot  in  his  native  Spanifh , 
but  in  the  flowing  Stile  of  a  truly  Roman 
Orator.  To  this  renown’d  Perfonage  it 

was 
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was  very  natural  for  Seignor  Maffeo  W 
have  recourfe,  in  his  calamitous  Situation* 
for  Relief.  Accordingly,  on  his  rdpectful 
Application,  and  premeditated  Cavalier¬ 
like  Donation,  (the  Life  and  Soul  of  the 
practice  of  Phyfick)  Don  Ricardo  pre- 
fcribes  away,  direfls  whole  Cargoes 
from  De  Lingo's  Shop,  and,  to  do  him 
Juftice,  leaves  no  Medicinal  Stone  un¬ 
turn’d,  in  order  to  render  his  Patient 
Service.  But  as  Experience  in  all  Ages 
has  fufiiciently  convinced  Mankind,  that 
there  is  no  fuch  Thing  as  abfolute 
Infallibility  entail’d  on  even  the  moil 
fagacious  Do&ors,  all  the  Don’s  moil 
powerful  Efforts  proved  no  manner  of 
Match  for  the  inveterate  and  confirm’d 
Obiiinacy  of  the  Malady.  That  ftill 
prevail’d,  harrafs’d  the  Patient,  and  per¬ 
plex’d  De  Prato.  At  length,  either  thro* 
a  Caprice  familiar  enough  to  fick  Perfons, 
or  that  the  Don  was  willing  to  wafh  his 
hands  of  fuchelufive  baffling  Work,  he  was 
relieved  from  his  fruitlefs  Care  of  Seignor 
MaJJeo  :  and  Remedies  were  now  to  be 
fought  for  from  the  moil  extraordinary 

Man 
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Man  of  the  Age,  one  Guardo  :  who, 
from  being  a  Fugitive  from  Spain  for  re¬ 
bellious  Practices,  and  afterwards  a  Pri- 
fdner  in  the  Baftile  at  Paris  for  feme 
Reaíon,  I  prefume,  or  other,  in  the  Re¬ 
volution  of  a  few  Years  had  it  in  his  Pow¬ 
er  to  return  again  to  the  Capital  of  that 
Kingdom,  furniih’d  with  incomparable 
Phyiical  Secrets,  whole  Virtues  were 
ever,  and  are  at  this  Day,  impenetrable 
to  the  whole  World.  Being  a  Man  of  no 
Learning,  tho1  of  fufficient  Common 
Seuie  and  low  Cunning,  he  meets  with 
fame  Rubs,  that  fret  him  ;  tho’  not  a 
great  deal.  For  as  he  finds  a  very  com¬ 
fortable  Return  for  the  Medicines  he  is 
daily  difpeniing,  that  Consideration  in- 
ftantly  fmooths  the  ruffled  Surface  of  his 
Mind,  and  re-eflablilhes  the  perfected 
Tranquillity  imaginable.  So  that,  as  he 
drives  thro’  the  Streets,  he  feems  as  ferene 
and  compofed,  as  the  molt  letter’d 
and  philoiophical  Leech  of  ’em  all. 
Weil  then,  this  iignalized  Adept  falls 
in  earned:  to  work,  plies  his  new  Patient 
fore  and  aft  with  Pills,  Drops,  &c.  that 

made 
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made  him  flare  again  ;  till,  on  the  up- 
fhot  cf  the  Matter,  he  being  no  longer 
able  to  run  this  terribly-uninercifiil  Gaunt¬ 
let,  Signor  Guardo  was  defired  to  beilow 
his  Doles  die  where,  and  to  lave  himfelf 
the  Trouble  of  calling  any  more  at  thofe 
Lodgings.  During  the  Tranfa&ion  of 
thefe  Matters,  the  Fame  of  Young  Pijlo - 
rio  had  reach’d  the  Ears  of  the  labouring 
opprefs’d  Majjeo .  Fiji  or  to  was  extremely 
well  verfed  in  his  Profeffion  of  Surgery  ; 
which  he  adorn’d  with  great  Politenefs  of 
Manners  no  lefs  than  a  liberal  Education. 
With  thefe  Advantages  he  vifited  Scig- 
nor  Maffeo,  gain’d  on  hisEfleem  and  Con¬ 
fidence,  and  infpircd  him  with  warm 
Hopes  of  a  happy  IfTue  :  and,  to  confirm 
thofe  Hopes,  Don  Allemanno ,  a  Phyfi- 
cian  of  no  little  Experience,  was  defired 
to  lend  his  preicriptive  Affiitance.  Alle¬ 
manno  was  too  penetrating  not  to  pro¬ 
nounce  it  an  incurable  Cafe,  intimating 
as  much  to  Seignor  Pi  ¡lorio ;  the  Refult 
of  which  was  the  Calling  in  another  emi¬ 
nent  Chirurgical  Hand.  The  Gentleman 
pitch’d  upon  was  the  Celebrated  Ccefario 

Falconizo f 
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Falcons zo,  who,  from  the  Mildnefsof  his 
Temper,  and  fignal  Skill  in  his  Bufinefs, 
was  defervedly  the  Darling  of  all  Ranks 
of  People  in  Madrid . 

The  Moon  had  now  fill’d  Half  her 
Orb,  fince  the  joint  Attendance  of  thefe 
Sages  •  who,  from  the  dangerous  Circum- 
ftances  of  the  Complaint,  judged  it  abfo- 
luteíy  neceffary,  for  the  Prefer  vation  of 
Life,  to  cut  off  the  Limb  ;  efpecially  as 
the  Patient  was  in  Strength  and  good 
Spirits,  Nature  no  doubt  is  ever  reludtant 
to  Operations  of  this  Kind  :  fo  that  it 
was  no  ways  aftoniihing,  that  Seignor 
Mañeo  for  lome  time  turn’d  a  deaf  Ear  to 
this  Propofal,  and  was  even  under  terrible 
Agonies  at  the  Thoughts  of  it.  How¬ 
ever,  being  at  long  run  perfuaded  rather 
to  part  with  a  Member,  than  to  lofe  his 
Life,  he  refolved  to  have  the  Amputation 
perform’d  the  next  Day  by  one  o’Clock. 
Confequently  to  this  Deteimination,  the 
Gentlemen  concern’d  met  at  the  appoint¬ 
ed  Hour  ;  and,  to  their  great  Surprize, 
were  told,  that  Guardo  was  once  more  to 

have 
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have  the  Management  of  Sezgnor  Maffea 
and  that  he  had  made  the  Seignor  mag¬ 
nificent  Promifes  of  accompliihing  a 
Care  in  a  trice.  And,  indeed  fo  fan» 
guiñe  and  elevated  was  this  magifterial 
Empiric,  and  fo  cock- fare  of  reftoring 
poor  MaJJeo ,  that  finding  him,  by  fome 
unaccountable  Accident,  every  now  and 
then  a  little  cafier  than  ordinary,  he  per¬ 
fectly  triumph’d  :  and  carried  him  in  his 
own  fplendid  Car  to  fome  noted  Villas 
not  far  diftant  from  the  Capital,  as  a 
glaring  Inftance  of  the  prodigious  Efficacy 
of  his  peculiar  Compofitions.  But  alas ! 
this  little  Sunfhine  was  but  extreamly 
ihort-lived  :  the  Horizon  was  foon  again 
overcaft,  and  all  the  pleaiing,  flattering^ 
Scene  entirely  reverft.  Majjeo  now  la¬ 
bour’d  under  a  violent  Loofenefs,  and 
profufe  Sweats,  and  his  Spirits  of  courfe 
where  juft  on  the  point  of  being  exhaufted. 
Then,  and  not  till  then,  he  began  to 
think  juftly  of  the  Treatment  he  had  un¬ 
dergone  ;  and  regretted  exceedingly  his 
having  been  fo  credulous,  as  to  be  caught 
by  the  foothing  Artifices  and  Delufions  of 
One,  whom  Nature,  he  was  made  too 
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fadly  fenfible  of,  had  no  ways  cut  out 
for  fanative  Purpoies  :  efteeming  it  in¬ 
finitely  more  eligible,  if  he  mu  ft  fall,  to 
have  fallen  by  the  Hand  of  Don  Ricardo 
De  Prato  >  or,  if  he  was  fated  at  this 
Period  of  Life  to  vifit  the  Shades,  to  have 
had  his  Paffport  to  thofe  Shades  fign’d  at 
leaft  by  the  Pen  of  Don  Allemanno ,  than 
thus  to  fink  moft  palpably  and  moft  in- 
glorioufly  a  Vidtim  to  downright  Im- 
p— d-  nee  and  Ign— r--nce.  t£  He  cure 
iC  me  ?  Yes  !  I  fhall  foon  be  cured,  on 
*c  the  Eve  as  Í  am  of  being  diipatch’d  to 
<c  where  no  Pills,  Drops,  &c.  I  thank 

u  my  Stars,  or  Spina  Vent  of  a ,  can  ever 

have  Accefs”. 

Don  Guardo ,  whofe  Name  was  now 
v  become  execrably  hateful  to  Seignor 
Majjeo ,  and  to  all  his  Acquaintance,  was 
thenceforth  difmifs’d  with  an  Indignity 
fuitable  to  the  provoking  Occafion.  But 
what  could  avail  all  the  Indignity  in  the 
Umverfe  ?  The  Seignor’s  colliquative 
Loofenefs  and  immoderate  Sweats  ftill 
continued.  Wherefore,  finding  himfelf 
in  a  drowning  Condition,  he  refolved  to 
catch  at  the  formerly-propofed  Twig  of 
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Amputation  :  which  then,  while  he 
was  in  Strength  and  Spirits,  might  have 
poiiibiy  afforded  him  a  Chance  of  efcap- 
ing  the  Danger  that  threaten’d  him. 

At  this  Juncture  an  officious  Vifit  was 
made  him  by  NntibeBico  Poterio  :  who, 
a  fluffed  by  Cavalier  o  Nor f ario,  had,  to  his 
immoitai  Honour,  the  Courage,  even 
in  this  deplored  Condition  of  MaJ)eo9 
to  maKS  an  Amputation,  - — ^uid  non 
mortaha  feel  or  a  cogts  Nun  faev  a  James? 

' — —  An  Enterprize  the  more  glorious, 
as  it  was  altogether  new  and  unprece¬ 
dented.  Its  a  By-Law  in  Spain  among 
the  Confraternity  of  Surgeons,  that  no 
Amputation  is  to  be  perform’d  but  in 
the  Prefence  of  one  at  leaft  of  the  Seniors 
of  the  Prat  emit  ate ,  Inftead  of  comply¬ 
ing  with  this  fettled  Order,  or  even  cal¬ 
ling  in  the  Surgeons  before  confulted^ 
Poterio  introduces  Norjario ,  whole  Crea¬ 
ture  ne  had  for  home  time  confecrated 
himfelf.  And  thus  was  the  Matter  tranf- 
aéfed  without  any  Demurr  or  farther 
Ceremony,  The  Seignor  notwithftand- 
ing  furvived  almoft  two  whole  days 
longer  :  when,  giving  up  the  Ghoft,  he 

became 
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became  the  general  Con  ver  fado  n  of  all 
Madrid ,  and  will  probably  continue  the 
popular  Theme,  til!  fome  equally  extra¬ 
ordinary  Event  fhall  hap’ly  determine 
the  public  Attention  and  Admiration  to 
a  freih  Objedt. 

How  this  Act  will  ftand  recorded  in 
our  future  Annals,  I  cannot  pretend  to 

fay.  However,  it  will  carry  at  lead 

? 

this  Advantage  along  with  it,  that  it  was 
ib  far  approved  of  by  the  greateil  Man  in 
Spain,  either  in  refpedt  of  the  particular 
Province  he  fhone  in  of  Lithotomy ,  or  the 
uncommon  Figure  he  cut  in  the  delicate 
and  ornamental  Science  of  ArchiteBure , 
Don  palla  dio  De  Seldeno ,  that  this  re¬ 
nowned  Artift  (Credetis?  Jo!  credit e 
To  fieri  !)  in  the  Abfence  of  P  of  ¿rio,  con- 
defeended  to  become  that  hardy  Opera¬ 
tor’s  officious*  Substitute,  efteeming  it, 
\is  fuppofed,  a  real  Poft  of  Honour.  1 
by  no  means  mention  this  ridiculous 
Circumftance  with  a  View  of  depretiat- 
ing  in  the  minuted  Manner  Don  De  $el- 
deno:  it  being  the  commonefl  Thing  ifi 
the  world  for  Men  once  of  Name  and 
Eminence  to  dwindle  infenfibly,  without 
"  '  '  being 
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being  confcious  of  it,  into  the  meereit 
fiddle-faddle  old  Women  in  nature. 

How  otherwife  could  Seignor  Tibaldi 
of  Parma ,  a  Man  of  Shrewdnefs  and 
Penetration  enough  oía!!  conference,  and 
one,  as  all  Italy  knows,  who  can  write 
cither  an  Inveftive  very  genteeliy,  or  a 
Panegyric,  degenerate  to  inch  a  degree, 
as,  tho’  there  is  ever  a  indicien t  Supply 
of  Matter  in  this  baffling  City  of  Madrid 
for  fuch  Topics,  to  be  fo  forgetful  of 
his  former  Glory,  as,  inftead  of  exetciiing 
his  known  Talents  on  Subjects  of  thole 
pieafing  Kinds,  to  teach  Children  the 
Alphabet?  But  Virility  in  him  being 
funk  into  a  perfeft  Anility,  he,  like  the 
general  Run  of  the  antiquated  Female 
Part  of  our  Species,  is  grown  fond  of 
Children.  T  he  Reafon  he  hi  mi  elf  aingns 
for  this  manifeftly  fenile  Conduft. 

Or  how  could  Don  Tomafo  De  Camino, 
Secretary  to  the  King’s  Fir fp  Phyiician, 
rufh  thro’  that  Don’s  Apartments,  like 
a  Torrent,  till  he  had  pour’d  hi  míe  If  in¬ 
to  the  Street,  on  hearing  an  Outcry  be¬ 
fore  the  Door,  in  order  to  part  a  Couple 
of  his  Countrymen  ;  who,  he  could  not 

'  '  '  but 
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but  know,  would  as  foon  be  d-mn’d  as 
fight ;  and  make  them  the  following 

D 

pathetic  Harangue. 

c  I  am  extremely  chagrined,  Gentle- 
c  men,  to  be  after  finding  you  both  now 
tf  in  fuch  an  hoilile  Difpofition  of  Mind. 
c  Do  you  confider  how  inglorious  it  is  for 
5  Men  of  your  diflinguiih’d  Character  to 
4  be  blacking  and  blueing  and  bruifing 
4  one  another,  as  if  Unguents  and  P!ai~ 

4  ters  in  Spain  coil  Nothing  ?  You  are 
4  not  now  in  the  County  of  Tipperary , 
c  but  in  one  of  the  principal  Streets  of 
4  Madrid :  where  you  will  in  an  Inftant 
«  be  furrounded  with  a  hundred  Specta- 
4  tors  of  this  your  clamourous  Contend- 
4  on.  Tho5  Chocolate  in  a  Morning, 

4  particularly  Don  de  Prates  Chocolate, 

4  whofe  Levee  you  are  this  moment  re- 
4  tired  from,  be  a  very  good  Thing,  yet9 
4  take  my  word,  the  Don’s  Chocolate 
4  will  be  referved  for  the  future  for  Per® 
4  fons  of  a  more  pacific  Temper  of  Soul, 
Wherefore  do  you,  Seignor  jp— Y,  and 
4  Seignor  B- — ~o,  do  you,  and  Each  of 
*  you,  calmly  and  feparately  retreat  to 
6  to  your  refpedive  Habitations :  where 
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’  1  will  be  after  feeing  you  to  morrow 
‘  morning,  e’er  well  the  Sun  (hall  gild  the 
‘  facred  Day,  and  prevent,  to  the  utmoft 
‘  of  my  Power,  the  Effufion  of  what, 
t  when  once  by  whatever  Accident  let 
‘  out,  is  pail  mortal  Skill  to  rcftore  a- 
‘  gain  to  the  Veins’’. 

Thus  endeth  the  Spanijh  Narrative  : 
which  having  not  at  all  touch’d  on  the 
Character  of  Cavaluro  Norfario,  it  may 
not,  perhaps,  be  un-amuling  to  my  Rea¬ 
ders,  if  I  annex  a  ihort  Detail  of  his  His¬ 
tory,  as  I  received  it  from  a  Catalonian 
Gentleman  lately  arrived  from  Barcelona. 
Seignor  Norfario,  faid  Don  Vento  Spinofa, 
(for  that  was  the  Cavalier’s  Name)  is  a 
Man  of  Parts  and  Capacity  fufficient  to 
make  any  one  confpicuous  not  only  in 
that  of  Surgery,  but  in  any  Profeffion  : 
and,  as  far  as  ever  I  heard,  has  had  an 
Education  proportionable  to  the  Hopes 
his  Parents  early  conceived  of  him.  As 
he  had  devoted  a  Circle  of  feven  entire 
Years  to  the  fathoming  the  Myflery  of 
his  refpe&ful  Calling  in  Madrid  ;  fo  was 
he  determined,  at  the  Expiration  of  that 
Time,  to  work  his  Way  to  Eminence  in 

it 
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it  in  the  moft  dired  and  fpeedieft  Man¬ 
ner  he  could  in  the  fame  grand  Metro¬ 
polis. 

This  Reiolution  no  doubt  was  a  very 
commendable  one,  and  the  Reiult  of 
principles  truly  generous  and  noble.  And 
and  what  pky  it  is,  continued  Don  Spi~ 
nofa ,  that  (o  definable  a  Thing*  as  a  large 
Share  of  native  Vivacity,  ihould  turn  out 
a  fatal  Obftacle  to  fo  glorioufly-in tended 
a  Career  :  as  it  evidently  did  in  him. 
For,  being  endued  with  this  adive Property 
even  to  a  Degree  of  Pertnefs,  it  foon  put 
inch  an  ugly  Spoke  in  his  main  Wheel, 
that  he  traveled  on  very  (lowly  in  the  ra¬ 
diant  Road  to  Fame.  Nor  was  That  all. 
Rat  this  predominant  Ingredient  in  his 
Cooi^cPk*1011  had  once  upon  a  time  like 
to  have  coft  hitf*  the  Breaking  of  all  his 
Bones.  For,  having  fo  far  tranfeended 
the  Bounds  of  Decency,  and  the  eternally 
eftablifh’d  Maxims  of  Madrid,  as  to  take 
upon  him  grollly  to  cenfure  the  Pradice 
of  a  firft-rate  Phyfician  ;  the  Dodor, 
fired  at  the  Infolence  with  unquenchable 
Refentment,  furniih’d  himfelf  inconti¬ 
nently  with  a  rugged  Sort  of  Material* 
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(  the  ruggedeft  that  could  be  purchased 
with  Money)  not  much  unlike  an  Engliih 
Cudgel,  and  laid  it  on  indifcriminately 
on  any  Part  of  this  bold  Afperfer  that  be  ft 
prefented  itfelf  fo  unmercifully,  that 
Fame  fays,  it  was  the  compleateft  Bafti- 
hado,  that  was  ever  feen  in  Madrid ,  ei¬ 
ther  in  this,  or?  indeed,  in  any  other 
Age.  And  tho*  forne  Years  are  elapfed 
lince  this  untoward  Difafter,  yet  the 
Memory  of  it  is  ftiil  as  frefh,  as  if  the  com¬ 
plicated  Knocks  had  been  dealt  but  y eft 
terday.  And  what,  added  the  Don,  is 
very  furpriilng,  all  this  unexampled  Drub¬ 
bing  (for  Norfario  is  ftrangely  patient  ei 
Bafting)  did  not  eaul  him  half  fo  much,, 
as  that  this  bruifing  Bufinefs  was  unfortu¬ 
nately  tranfadied  in  the  Prefence  of  Seve¬ 
ral  of  the  moft  confiderable  Perfons  of  the 
Faculty  ¿  who  were  Eye-witnefies  of  his 
odd,  unaccountable, Grimaces,  and  the  un¬ 
couth,  prepoilerous,  Attitudes,  the  labour’d 
Banging  forced  him  fucceffively  to  fhift 
himfelf  into,  in  order  to  elude,  if  chance 
he  any  way  could,  the  thick-reduplicated 
Strokes,  monftroufly-founding  Thwacks, 
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of  the  high-uplifted  and  heavy-defcending 
Oaken  Implement.  A  Man,  divefted  of 
Prejudices, would  have  imagin’d,  that  fucha 
Shameful,  leandalous,  Chailifement  would 
have  put  Norfario  on  an  immediate  fig- 
mi,  worthy,  Spaniih  Aft  of  Revenge. 
But,  being  by  Nature  infurmountably  pu¬ 
sillanimous,  he  meditated  no  Return  of 
this  rough  Ufage  by  challenging  ins  An¬ 
tagonist  to  any  heroic  Feats  at  Arms,  but 
contented  himfelf  with  lodging  a  low 
« raveling  Complaint  with  the  Corregidor, 
an  Officer,  Seignor,  faid  the  Don,  of 
the  Judiciary,  you  have  Sufficiently  heard 
of  in  England.  — —  The  Event  of  the 
Procefs  Report  delivers  Nothing  of;  nei¬ 
ther  is  it  at  all  material  towards'  forming 
any  farther  Idea  of  this  un  warlike  Chj- 
rureical  Spaniard. 


